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A LETTER FROM JEFE HUNTER

Malta, Thursday, Oct. 23rd, 1852
Desr Al,

I hope this will reach you before your deadline on the first of Novem-
ber, At any rate it will bYe dispatched by air %Tonight when I returu
to the hotel and will reach the United States either by Rome, Paris,
or London.

At the moment I'm sitting on the mining deck of H.M.S. Msnxman, a
British minelayer which has the reputration of dbeing the fastest ship
in the world. I believe its top speerd is 42 knots, which is, - tzaus:
lated into land miles per hour, akbcut 54 miles per hour. Pretly Iasy
for a big ship like tgis. One could even do some pretty fast wator
skiing behind the boat. (If such a thing were allowed).

The Manxman is playing one of the key roles in the picture a2s the Nazi
ship "Essen" which is the ship thet picks me up as a survivor from e
British cruiser snd the ship I make my escape from. It has been al-
tered slightly to give it » German profile and fake guns have Dbeen
placed about the super-structure to make it appesr more powerful., It
seems funny to look wup towards the crow's nest and see the Swastika
flying atop the mast. (I guess it looked strange to that R.A.F. pilet
who was flying a Spitfire yesterdsy. He circled over four times to
make sure he was seeinz correctly!)

The shooting schedule has been going very well except for the last
three days. We are getting the "Sirrocco" which is a southerly wind
blowinz in from the coast of Horth ifrica and +the Sahara Desert., It
brings with it clouds and rein, althsugh we haven't had any precipi-
tation as yet. There has been no sun ire past couple of days and you
know what that means. No shooting. 1, one can always expect some
inclement weather during any location, especially at the time of year
when these southerly winds prevail., My motto is "home for Christmas"
and T hope I'm right.

Malte is a most interesting spot to visit. It is rich in things of
cultural interest, especially those things of archeogical significance,
There are Phoenician temples here that were built several thousand
yeers before Christ, There are remains of buildings built in the Neo-
lithic Age and signs of Turkish, Italian, and Greek influence practi-
cally everywhere one may look, :

The Maltese are very friendly people who speak a language more closely
akin to a Semitic tongue than to Italien 28 many people believe. Most
of them know how to speak a little English and scme speak very beauti-
ful ®nglish, having been tutored by Anglish teachers,

Their principal industry is sgriculture which supports the subsistance
requirements of the people on the 1siand, They also have a fighing
business and do other things iike <chip building, brewing, and lace-~
meking. Lsce is also made on the sma2ll island of Gozo which lies just
8ix miles to the northwest of Malta, The women craftsmen who make
«+«.COncluded next paoge
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A LETTYR FROM JEPF HUNTER.,..concluded....

this lace are rerlly fabulous te watch
Their busy fingers fly so fast one
can't keep up with them. Unfortunately
this skill is dying out because there
isn't 2 big enough market for it. Too
bad, becruse it is most beautiful.

We hope to finish up here at Malta by
the first or second we=k in TNovember
#nd then be off to London for another
mcnth's work in the studio. I'll just
hope and pray thet we will be finished
by the 15th of December soe I c¢an be
home by Christmess time.

I'11 close now and in doinz so may I
wish you and all the club members a
heppy Thanksgiving snd a Merry Christ-
mas holiday. That goes for 3Bob, too,
a fine actor and a fine person as well

Sincerely
y Jeff and wife Barbara Rush.
This picture printed from a
negative loaned by Mrrie Quick.

MERET BOB'S BROTHER-IN-TLAW
by Marie Quick

I'm only kidding, of course. Jeffrey Hunter is not really Bob Arthur's
brother-in~law. But in the make~believe land of the movies, Dr. Bob
Grayson married Ann Gilbreth., And Frank is Ann's Dbrother. So in
"Belles on Their Toes," Jeff, as Dr. Bob, has Frank, a handsome bro-
ther-in-law whom we know better as Rob Arthur.

"Bellas” was Jeff's sixth movie, since he was signed by Fox in 1950.
He'd been in "14 Hours," "Call me Mister," "Frogmen," "Take Ceres of my
ILittle Girl," 2nd "Red Skies of lMontana,” and following "Belles" he
went right to the Okefenokee Swamp of Georgia for "Iure of the Wilder-
ness" and followed that right up with "Dreamboat." Then, after & few
month's rest he was off to Tnrland for "Single-Handed" and the story
is that after that he's being considered to play Prince Valiant the
dashing knight of the comic sirips., Busy? I'll say. But he says,
"If the studio gives me parts to pley and is satisfied with the way I
play them, I guess I can afford to be pretty happy."

I guess he can, too, because things are going very satisfactorily for
him at 20th Century ¥ox, and he's such a down-to-earth guy that he's a
plezsure to work with., And snother reason Jeff can afford to be happy
is beceuse of his home and family.

«ss.concluded next poge



MERT BOB'S BROTHTR=-IN-LAW....concluded....

You've all seen lovely brown-eyed Barbara Rush in such pictures =as
"Pirst Legion, "When Worlds Collide," and "Fleming Feather." She is
currently John Derek's leading 1lady in "Prince of Pirates." But she
is Jeff Hunter's lesding lady in private life, and a prettier wife,
nor & nicer one, a fella couldn't ask for. Jeff and Barbara becsme
proud parents on August 29, 1952, ond with all the good looks that thc
Hunter parents hold, Christopher Merrell Runter should start winning
baby prizes any day now!

Jeff and Barbie live in a lovely spartment in the Westwood Village
section of Tos Angeles. They have furnished it with great care, keep-
ing within thelr established budget, so it took nearly a year to get
all the furniturs. Befors 1little Chris arrived, the, spare room or
"den" was converted into a nursery.

So, with & comfortable home, a besutiful wife, a son and heir, and =a
career which is definitely on the ascont Jeff's counting his blessings

Lucky? Sure he is -- he admits it. But his slogan for luck is oae we
should all heed. "Tuck," seys Jeff, "is when preparedness meets oppor-
tunity," Prepare for what you want from 1life, and when opportunity
presents itself you'll be there -~ that's when you're lucky =-- and if
you're Jeff Hunter, it couldn't happen to a nicer guy.

A PAN CLUB IS BORN

) by Marie Quick
It wes in the 'Tisconsin Hotel Coffee Shop that I was eavesdropping. I
was lunching zlone =snd at the next table two people were having a2 con-
versation. They weren't telking very loud but the trbles were close
together and T was glone, I wasn't paying much attention +to the con~
versation until I heard the older woman gay, "Dick Widmark's in this
one, t00 -- he worked with Hank in “Frogmen,”" and he's very nice."
That was enough to spark my intcrest, bscause I was a movie fan. I
caught other snatches of the conversaticn and " £rom - what I gathered
"Hank" was her son, he was marrizd to a girl named "Barbara" whose new
pieiure was coming to Milwpukee soon. He was in the movies and they'd
changed his name from Henk to something =lse.

I left the hotel wonderinz. The woman had a slight southern accent and
I wondered if she lived here in Miiwaukee or was merely a guest of the
hotel., I wondered who her son "Hank" was -- "Hank" who was in two
pictures with Richard Widmerk. I searched my movie magazines .for

acteors nemad Henry. I could find ncne. But two days later in the
local peper a group pleture apnsared. There, smiling from +the page
wns the same lady I'd seen in vhe c¢ofifse shop. nera were others in

the picture, snd one of them was Jeaimnoc Craju. The caption told of
Jeffrey nunter, who was appesaring wetn Miss Crain in "Take Care of my
IZttle Girl," It mentionsd +hat he was known here in Milwaukee as
Hank MeXinnies, and that his paronts, Mr. & Mrs. Henry McKinnies, Sr.
had recently returnsd from & wisi®t vwo California to se=s him 2nd his
wife{ Barbara Rush, Paramount starlet. There he was ~~ Jeffrey Hunt:r
was "Hank" and he was a Milwaukee boy. s+« s sconcluded next page
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MOR® THAN A CHAVC® MEETING

by Irene Soares

A1 seid he didn't think I'd be monopolizing the journal if I got to-
gether a few more words on one Jeffrey Hunter, up and coming jyoung
star at 20th who (or is it whom?) it was my good fortume to meet while
I was out in California lest summer. So her goes!

i'd planned on this trip for sometime and had written Marie Quick thet
T had high hopes of meeting Jeff while out in Celifornia and she we3
kind enough to write Jeff of my.going. The only thing is that litile
did I dream I'd meet him in such & fashion -- one for the books gca
might say. I first encountersd Jeff and his pretty wife Barbara Rush
ry sSecond day there while 1riding on Sunset Blvd. with Barbara Parkes
(Babs and I made the trip tozother) and at the wheel of the.car driv-
ing us sround was our grand honorsry Robert Clarke. Being somewhat
bewildered by the sights of Hollywcod snd the "seein' stars routine,”
it worked out srand for us 28 Babs spotted Jeff in a gas statien
"filling 'er up." TIuckily Bob C. knew Jeff and stopped at the road-
cide and we waited to see if by =~ny chsnce their car would pass our
way, Whadda ya know it did and while breezing along we chatted and
Jeff said that he hed thought we were due out there later and that's
way he hadn't contacled wus. I don't recall the exact conversation,
but I do know we latsr got Jeff's number from Bob and I spoke to Jeff
many times on the phone (as well as his spouse and the woman who cares
for their apartment). To be more,in the line of complications I found
was the telephone company---no cooperation. For though we had arrsnged
a time for meeting, it seems Jeff couldn't call us due to a strike in
his section, "Westwood. That meent I had to call him and it seemed I
always picked the wrong time.

I perservered (thousgh I did almost give up) and finally we established
«+s.cOncluded next page

A FAN CLUB IS BORN,....concluded....

The very same day, I wrote to Mrs. MeNinnies asking if her son had a
fen club since I'd like to Jjoin. She replied that she wesn't sure
since he'd never spoken of it, so I decided to write him myself.

That was the beginning. I learned from Jeff that he'd been approached
about fan clubs before, but wss in the dark as to what they did and
wiat his duties to one would be. '"e exchanged several letters, and
first thing.you know, the Jeffrsy Hunter club was born.

It now boasts over 200 members and its journals are published three
times per year. Jeff's co~-operation has been splendid and his encour-
azement and appreciation most gratifying. He's helping the members
replly get to know him -- and when you get to know Jeff you sre mcre
than eager to do your part to help him. He's such a wonderful person.

If you'd like to get to know Jeff through his fan club, contact me,
Marie Nuick, P.0. Box 901, MWilwsukee 1, Tisconsin, and I'll send you
an application blank.



MOR® THAN A CHANCE MERTIVG....concluded....

contact and Jeff told us when we could really meet ond chat with him--
plus havinz him take us personally through 20th Cémtury Fox. That
came ahout eprly one Saturday a2.m, and we were up bright 2nd early and
over to Jeff's apartment (Bob Clarke drove us to make sure we got
there)., I don't beliave we could have been greeted more warmly th-n
we were and for some time we were sitting and chatting in the living
room and also in the kitchen (where since my return I've seen oodles
of magezine shots teksn) and we were made to feel gquite at home. Jeff
had on sort of beimge slacks, white pum soled shoes, if T recall cor-
rectly, and nice sharp red snd white checked shirt., His personality
is the very same as you see on the screen and he has 2 gulck grin snd
almpost masterful way sbout him,...r real down to earth fella who de-
gerves all the bresks he's getting and more.

We headed for +the studio in his car »nd after a few words to the gate
man, he drove us around from set to set, mentioning which film <this
one and that one had been used in. And by some quirk of fate we man-
aged to get our cemeras on tha set snd Jeff not only posed for snaps
(as he had done back at his apasrtment. And imagine this, he had his
camera all set resdy to take shots =z2nd give us the film if we hadn't
had ours along!) but insisted that we let him teke some of us. The
one snap we did so want to come out-~-didn't, darn it! That one was
on a set where they had artificinsl srow snd Jeff posed with upturned
z0llar and folded arms, "ouldn't you know it wouldn't come out? Grr!

e took several shots, and now I've geen several of the very same sets
in movies. The one I particulsrly noticed was the FElTorro scene in
"Dreamboat." e have & snap of us in that very "town!"

I know mostly everything said about Jeff in the magazines is true and
there's very little I crn ndd, He's sincere, down to earth and s resl
zrand fella. .

After the showinz of the lot (~nd believe me it was a full and com-
plete tour) we went back to his apartment eond had the privilege of
mneeting his wonderful wife Barbara, They 2re a cute couple and I bet
even cuter parents, Chris, +the new arrival, put in an appearance
about a month after we left,

T111 bring this to & close with hopes that I've given you a bit of an
insight into one fan's experience with more than just a "performer,"
out & (and I spy it again) down to esrth fella. I hope you'll help
aim elong and who knows next time I might be resding about your meet-
ing with Jeff.

Thanks for listnin' and thanks @aga2in %o you, Jeff.

P.S., How about joinin' up for Jeff?---~See Marie's article.

IPLEASE ACKNOWLEDGE THIS JOURVAL! Let us know what you like or dislike

l

and whet you would like to see in the journal. We can please you only
if you t=1l1l us how. All suzgestions will bYe carefully considered.
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