Our Marriage Is Secure. We Share Ambitions, Enthusiasms and Hopes

For the Future. Most of All, We're Very Much in Love. There'll Be ...

NnNo divorce for us!

By Barbara Rush

 JEFF AND | know well have a long, happy marriage.

To doubt thisnever occursto us. Even to discussit would seem as sllly as debat-
ing whether there will be a dawn tomorrow.

And we aren't afraid to make this statement even though we both work in Holly-
wood where marriages 0 frequently suffer from conflict of two careers in one
home, from separations caused by work, from possible temptations and distractions
that go with movie making.

Weve had three wonderfully happy yearstogether. Warm, glowing, even-going
years. Not dizzy-making, naming, pyrotechnic years. Weve had some disagree-
ments, naturally, but never areal fight or argument that would cdl for tempestu-
ous reconciliation and cause emotiona scars which never hedl. Neither of usisthe
super-charged flamboyant type—so we aren't impelled to throw things or scream
or haggle.

So our marriage isnt threatened. Instead, we have what the marriage counsdors
would cal "everything in our favor," athough we hadn't drawn charts on this be-
forewe married!

Our family and educational backgrounds are similar; we have no wide disparity
in heritage or rdigion that caled for serious "adjustments” Temperamentally we
are rather dike, dthough Jeff is more even tempered than |; it's impossible to pick
a fight with him!

We share ambitions, enthusiasms, hopes for the future. We have our fine young
s0n Christopher, now ayear and a hdf old, and we agree we'd like two more chil-
dren. We've bought ahome which wefedl isjust right for us. We have no discord
with our respective families; in fact, Jeff is the one young man | know who adores
his mother-in-law! Our hopes are high and our expectations great. We have no
doubts.

I think one of the finest compliments ever paid to us came from afriend who told
me recently, " ou and Jeff are both such reasonabl e people; | don't expect you ever
to bein headlines. And that doesn't imply that either of you is dull or stodgy. But
you arentt fireballs of temperament. There's no doubt in my mind about the suc-
cess of your marriage."

But if anniversary ceebrations were to be regarded as indications, you'd think
our marriage was jinxed!

We didn't even see each other on our first anniversary because | was working al
day in When Worlds Collide and Jeff worked dl night on location in Lure of the
Wilderness. On our second, Jeff was in England working in Sailor of the King and
I couldn't accompany him because Chris had just been born.

Then on our third, which was last December 1, we had great plans for a gay
evening—dinner a our favorite restaurant and even some dancing later. (That
was aconcession from Jeff for he isn't fond of dancing.) | had anew dress and was
nearly as excited as| had been three years ago before our wedding day. After dl,
this was the first time we could celebrate an anniversary together. So what hap-
pened? Poor Jeff came home with flu and had to go to bed!
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JEFF's o Astpire on the dares
flobr (I'm much better than he bs
sava Barh), but to pleose her, b
dances: with fwer wlien thev're out
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A POPULAR twosome, the Hunters friends are many.
(Anne Francis and hubby Barn Price, here) Since Bab's
mom lives 0 dose, they never lack for a baby dtter.

T il o o

BUSY careers meaen separations for Barb
and Jeff. Her latest location jaunt was to
Moab, Utah, for Taza, Son of Cohise.

WHILE Barb was working in Utah, Jeff was
on pa tour to tout new pic. This is only
kind of separation theyll have, sz Jeff.

But such disgppointments are so trivial when we have hap-
piness every day—as | have with Jeff.

He is essentidly a very kind person, out-going, out-giving,
even tempered. He has the fortunate faculty for caming me
down when | get irritated or upset. | don't have afiery tem-
per but when I'm tired I'm inclined to let things irritate me;
I know I'm wrong at the time and try to correct it. Further-
more, Jeff is very patient. I'm more high strung than he, but
after living with him three years I'm becoming more cam
and patient, too. And for this I'm grateful.

The only time Jeff ever becomes angry is with himsdf. He
gets upset sometimes if he thinks he isn't doing as much as he
should—or as well as he should. He's such a perfectionist that
he sats out to do o much! Heés interested in 0 many things
and does them so well!

When we moved into our new house he immediatey
wanted to start wallpapering one room and putting new wood
paneling in another—while he was working in Princess of the
Nile. He has aredly swashbuckling role in that—like one of
Douglas Fairbanks Senior—for which he fences, swims, rides,
fights, does al sorts of stunts. He's exhausted when he comes
home from the studio; he couldn't begin to do extra work
around the house. But he wants to!

Jeff is an unusually well-rounded young man, that rare com-
bination of athlete and scholar. As an actor he's dedicated to
his work; he started training for it as a child, continued al
through school and college, even with professiona experience
with stock companies during vacations. But he dso managed
sports and scholagtic pursuits—with digtinction.

Footbal was a big thing in Jeff's life from the age of 11
when he won a Wisconsn-wide contest held by the Milwau-
kee Journal for passing, drop kicking, punting and place
kicking in the juvenile footbal divison. In high school he
became co-captain of a championship team.

When he went to Northwestern University he couldn't play
college ball because of a broken arch-bone sustained in a late
high school game 0 he switched interest to skiing, tennis,
swimming and archery. Since he came to Cdlifornia he be-
came interested in skin diving.

But hes ds0 a fine pianis, a tadented artis and a great
photographer. And now that we have the house he has
bought power tools and is doing al sorts of building with
them! And, he reads very widely, too. Jeff never is at a loss
to fill histime. And that's an understatement!

I've never been 0 athletic as he, but ill we manage to
share goorts. We have a badminton court at our house and
enjoy it. We swim together. We ki together, even though |
shal never ski 90 well as he does.

I never worry about Jeff when he's enjoying skin diving or
skiing or any other hazardous sport because | know he does
them s0 well. And don't you agree that excessve worry,
epecidly when expressed, can cause trouble in a home?

| used to think it odd that Jeff didn't dance too wdl. That's
one thing | do better than he does. But now | redlize that he
has marvelous coordination while | have rhythm—and they're
not the same.

Oh, yes. There's one thing on which we disagree. Jeff,
quite understandably, hopes that Chris will play football
someday. | say nol But we don't get into a hasde about it;
its a long way off, and the fina decison will be Chris.

Because Jeff has such wide interests, I'm sure hell have
plenty to share with Chris (even if not football!) and he's
redly looking forward to the time when he can.



Jeff was an only child and admits that often he was londly.
In his childhood his father, Henry H. McKinnies (Jeff's legd
name gill is Henry H. McKinnies J.) was out of town much
of the time because of his business as a sales engineer, but
Jeff recdls that when his father was home they had a grest
time together, playing bal or working on eectric trains.
Later when Jeff was a bit older there were fishing trips to the
Wisconsin lakes and in Canada. Such things Jeff wants to
share with Chris. But not hunting. Although hes a good
shot on targets, he can't bring himsdf to shoot animds.

Jeff and | share enthusasm for music and photography. |
play piano, too, and we realy enjoy playing duets. We have
afairly good record collection and really use it. And although
its a bit early to foretell anything about Chris, we think hell
be musically inclined; certainly he responds to music! He has
been very healthy and seldom fretful, but when he is if we
turn on some music he cams down immediately!

When Chrisisjust a bit older we want to get a dog for him.
Jeff had a succession of dogs while he was growing up. He
says he was especidly fond of pets because he had no broth-
ers or sders

But now Jeff has an "adopted" family—mine.

It's most unusual how my mother and my sister Ramona and
Jeff have developed a deep and abiding affection for each
other. We dl are extremdy dose And | think this is truly
another reason why our marriage will endure.

Our new house—new to us, that is—we cdl "Old Bird" be-
cause it was designed by a builder named Byrd and is eleven
years old. On the property there is dso a smdler house,
redly a large guest house complete with kitchen, which is
only two years old and this we cdl "Ealy Bird." Mother
and Ramona have the smaller place. Three days a week
Ramona stays at her sorority house at the University of Cdi-
fornia at Los Angdes, but week-ends she is dways around—
and brings crowds, of her college friends to see us

Jeff says he always wanted a sser and now he treats
Ramona, who is 19, as if she were his real "kid Ss' rather
than an in-law. He supervises her homework and makes
sure her car is in top shgpe. When | couldnt go to the
premiere of The Robe because of work, Jeff took her—and,
of course, she loved it. Ramona and | logt our brother Doug-
las four years ago and his death left a big gap in our lives
Now Ramona has "adopted" Jeff just as he has her.

And Mother—well, | must confess-Jeff is more consderate
of her than | am. I'm inclined to "take her for granted"
ometimes.  It's Jeff who will say "Let's take Mother out to
dinner with us" or "Let's invite her to the movies with us"

Mother has aways been close to us, but aways indsted on
living by hersdf, having her own life. When we had our
apartment, she had one about three blocks away. Now, in
Early Bird, she's even closer but ill can get away to her
own place. She loves us, adores Chris and spends much of
her time with him when I'm working during the day. But
gill she doesn't have to be with us dl the time. And, she
never interferes in our affairs.

Ancther friend of ours said not long ago after a vigt to our
home that we have a "rdaxed warmth and affection” that
made it the "happiest household" she had visted in many a
year. Again, | was very flattered. | think it's rather fine that
Jeff and | can have our own little family and dso have
Mother and Ramona 0 dose and around us SO much—uwith
al of us liking and loving dl the rest of us We wish Jeff's
parents were closer, but they're ill in Wisconsin.

Routine at Old Bird is quite smple during the week, wheth-

e or not Ramona and Mother dine with us. | usualy cook
dinner. | do dl the shopping once a week; I've learned how
to order so | don't have to fuss with this more frequently.
We have a deep freezer and a huge refrigerator, which as-
sure our always having enough supplies—even for unexpected
guests

We aways seem to have a crowd of company on Sundays-
but then everyone helps and I've learned how to organize a
party without paid help. We used to have a Filipino boy come
in to serve for a party but now | find | can do just as well
without him. Sometimes we have "co-operative dinners"
Last Thanksgiving we had 15 guestd | cooked the turkey,
vegetables and gravy. One of our guests brought the pies and
another girl brought sdad and dl the trimmings. It was
loads of fun and no one had too much to do.

During the week Jeff and | aways have dinner at 7:30.
That gives us time for him to get home from 20th Century-
Fox and me to get home from Universal-International (our
home is about half-way between) and get dinner started,
then at 7 we feed Chris.

We dont have a full-time maid. | have a woman who
comes in to clean two days a week. Somehow the work seems
to fall into place. Jeff, bless his heart, says I'm a good or-
ganizer. I'm not sure about that but it does seem that things
work out satisfactorily—and with plenty of time to spend
with him and Chris.

Naturally Jeff and | share another mutual enthusiasm—
acting. We both love it. We've both worked very hard be-
cause we want to be competent. We had smilar training.
Neither of us ever had to "sarve for our art," athough |
think we would have. Both Jeff's parents and mine en-
couraged us in our early ambitions.

Jeff darted his acting with the Children's Thegatre in
Milwaukee and during his high schod days dso acted on the
Children's Theatre of the Air there. During vacations he
worked with a company of New York summer stock actors
who came to Milwaukee and this first taste of the professiond
atmosphere made him decide on an acting career, although
he thought radio was his metier.

After his high school graduation in 1945 Jeff went into the
Navy for a year, then entered Northwestern Universty.
There he majored in speech and radio, appeared in university
stage productions, played in summer stock and dso worked
in radio in Chicago during vacetions. After receiving his
A.B. degree he came to UCLA to work for his Magter's de-
gree in radio and speech. At UCLA he was in more plays,
one of which won him attention from two studios and as a
result he sgned a contract with Fox. The only job he ever
had other than in radio or theatre was as a "hashe™ during
his freshman year.

The first ten years of my life were spent traveling from one
mining town to another, for my father was a corporation
attorney for a large mining company. Then we settled down
in Santa Barbara and at 10 | made my sage debut at the
Lobero Theatre in a children's fantasy. From that moment |
knew acting was for mel | became a participant in dl little
theatre groups in that area. | went to the University of Cdli-
fornia at Santa Barbara, graduated with an A.B. degree, ap-
peared in many campus plays and won a scholarship to the
Pasadena Playhouse Theatre Arts College which | attended
for a year—meanwhile doing many more plays. There | was
sen by a talent scout, tested and was signed by Paramount.

Jeff came to Paramount to make his picture test in May,
1990, and we met by literaly (Continued on page 70)

MOVIE LIFE 55



DOCTORS’ TESTS

or definitely improved
in 9 out of 10 cases

Newl Clearasﬂ Medlcahon

SKIN-COLORED . . . hides pimples while it works
Docton' clinical tests prove this new medica-
tion especially for pimples really works. In skin
specialists’ tests on 202 patients, 9 out of ev
10 cases were cleared up or definitely unprove?
Amazing starving action. cLEamasiL actu-
ally starves pimples L:clnu it helps remove the
oils that pimples “"feed” on. And CLEARASIL'S
antiseptic action stops the growth of bacteria
that can cause and spread pimples. Skin-colored
to hide pimples and end embarrassment. Grease-
less, stainless...pleasant to leave on day and
night for uninterrupted medication.

America’s largest-selling specific pimple
medication... because CLEARASIL has helped so
many boys, guls and adulis. GUARANTEED
to work for you as it did in doctor's tests or

money back. Only 59¢ and 98¢. At all druggists—
Get CLEARASIL today.

Ne longer be ashamed of wearing teday's
attractive low-cut neckling styles! NOW you
con beoutify your metural body curves with
La Vive Creme—c beauty aid for skin of
BUST and BODY. Each jor contains 40,000
Estrogenic Hormene units ond EXTRA bene-
ficial oils, Clinical tests show that hormenes
may be abserbed by the skin while you sleep.
HERE'S PROOF-an u-;l- of what La
.'please send

SULTS ARE FINE." EEG, St. Lowis. Bs od-
ired o3 @ Woman—odd mere to your natu-
rel beauty, 80-Day supply Le Vive Creme
only $2.95 imel. Fed, Cos. Tox or C.O.D.
plus pestage. Sent in plain wrapper. Return
for Cash Refund if not thrilled. ORDER NOW.

NEW BOOK

GIVEN on Le Vive Cs., Dept. C53
LARLRSLT 28 . First S1., M. Vernon, N Y.
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colliding outside the drama coach's office.
| was asked to rehearse with him, but |

wasnt in his teg film. | thought from the
moment | first ssw him that he was "aw-
fully cute

Things happened fast for Jeff after that.
Paramount was delighted with his test
and an officia had his contract ready for
him to sgn, but a studio upheaval came
adong, the official was out and Jeff was
left dangling—but only for a few days.
Darryl Zanuck, head man at Fox, heard
the test was sensational and put Jeff un-
der long-term contract without another
test!

I was living a the Studio Club at the
time and fortunately for me Jeff knew
severd girls from Northwestern who adso
were living there—one was Peggy Dow.
He came over to see them, we met again,
started dating and by the end of Novem-
ber knew we wanted to be married. | had
to leave for Sedona, Arizona, to make
Devil's Canyon, then Jeff was told he was
going to the Virgin Idands for The Frog-
men. So we decided to meet in Boulder
City, Nevada, on December 1 We were
married at S Christopher's Church
there, had a two-day honeymoon and
then had to separate to go to our respec-
tive locations. .

We had to face a much longer separa-
tion when Jeff went to England for Sailor
of the King. Jeff loves to travel and |
knew this role would mean 0 much to
him, so | was delighted he had the oppor-
tunity. But | must confess that | wasn't
very happy when it ssemed he would
have to leave before Chris was bom. His
studio wasn't without a heart, however,
and let him say home an extra week.
Chris was born on August 29, 1952 Jeff
brought us home from the hospital on
September 4 and the very next day he
took off for London! | didn't see him
again until nearly four months later.

One thing we learned during that sepa-
ration: frequent, long letters with lots of
pictures help lighten the sense of loneli-

ness And being cheerful and chatty in
them means much more than repeated
wailings about how much you miss your
husband. Of course you miss him. But
dont make him feel worse (he misses
you, too) by being forlorn!

Jeff sad he redly was pleased by the
many pictures | sent him of Chris. | took
ome, friends took others and we kept
sending a steady stream to him.

Separations are never essy for two
people who love each other, but they
need not be fatal to marriage. So many
young couples have learned this when
they have been separated by the men go-
ing into military service.

I don't believe our careers will ever
cause conflict in our marriage. For one
thing, Jeff's career progressed faster than
mine—and I'm 0 glad! | think he will
aways be one gep ahead of me in im-
portance. I'm happy for this too. (I
redly believe that the husband should be
the head of the house!) | believe we both
have always been consdered on our own
merits—and hope this will aways con-
tinue.

Since I've been dgned by Universa-
International I've been much busier than
| was before and | love it. If we have any
free time between pictures at this studio
it can be filled with al kinds of instruc-
tion. In the year since I've been here 1 ve
been working congtantly, either before
cameras or in dases, and | feel that as a
result my acting has improved about 100
percent.

Jeff and | are keenly interested in each
other's work. He was delighted when |
went into Magnificent Obsession with
Jane Wyman and Rock Hudson and I'm
<0 pleased with his role in Princess of the
Nile because it's off-beat for him and
will present a "new" Jeff to his fans. We
know this mutua interest will continue.

One stumbling block in the matri-
monial road for a young couple both
working can be finances. This is no
problem for us. We never spesk .of "your
money" or "my money." We pool our
resources—it's aways "ours" Recently
we hired a busness manager because we
discovered neither of us was too smart
about finances. Now we know where we
stand because we are on a gtrict budget.
We know we are saving more money,
paying for the house—and we knew just
how much we could inves in a house
when we bought one.

We have lots of fun, lots of laughs. We
work hard to build for our future. We
adore Chris and hope for more children.
We don't have great emotional upheavals.
Oh, yes—and were 4ill very much in
love.

That's why we say, without any
quams, our marriage will last!



